Cheerful French settlements on the fading frontier

BRITISH rule north of the Ohio River was only 16
years old when, with the Revolution, Americans
began pressing westward. This was not long enough for
English ways to override the French civilization that
had existed in the area for 90 years. The French had
had habitations at Chicago since 1673; Detroit, 1701;
Vincennes, 1702; St. Louis, 1764. These were cheerful

places. The French got along splendidly with the Indi-
ans, treated their slaves as members of the family, loved
to go to Mass on Sunday mornings and dance away Sun-
day nights. But they were mostly rivermen, trappers
and fur traders, not settling-in farmers. They sank few
roots and so they eventually drifted away, leaving little
more than beautiful place names to remember them by.
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